
 

                        Orange Shirt Day                                          
On Friday, September 
28th staff and students 
demonstrated true 
'Coyote Spirit' for Or-
ange Shirt Day. Many 
of our students have 
been learning about residential schools and 
the journey of reconciliation. Wearing orange 
recognizes our commitment to bringing 
awareness to this national movement and 
truly highlighting our continued efforts in 
ensuring that “every child matters!” 
 

                             Safety First!                                               
We continue to make the safety of our stu-
dents a top priority. We need your assistance 
to keep all of our students safe: 

1. Yard supervision begins at 8:45 am. 
Please do not send your children to 
school before this time. 

2. We have some concerns with parents and 
students walking through the parking lot. 
Please walk between the yellow lines and 
stay on the sidewalk, whether in front of 
the school, or on school property.  

3. Excited children sometimes unexpected-
ly move into traffic to meet a waiting 
parent. Please obey the 
direction of staff on duty 
in the Drop Off  Zone. 
Please go slowly!  

 

Visitor Policy 

Our students are taught to be alert to 
strangers. In accordance with the Safe 
Schools Policy, parents who are planning to 
be in the school building or on the playground 
during school hours are asked to sign in at the 
office and wear a visitor’s tag so our students 

can be reassured that you are a recognized 
visitor.  

1.Parents who escort their children to and 
from school are asked to determine a meet-
ing place/drop off spot  outside of the 
school. This helps to avoid congestion in 
the halls and avoid the risk of contact with 
strangers. We greatly appreciate your help 
with this important procedure. 

 

Last Year’s CPS School Council 

Thank you to all of the parents who served 
as members of the 2017-2018 Clearmead-
ow School Council. Welcome to our new 
and returning members. Please refer to 
page 3 for more Council news.  

All CPS parents/guardians are 
welcome to attend any of the 
School Council meetings 
throughout the year.  Our first meeting was 
on September 26th, and this year’s meet-
ings will take place on the following 
Wednesdays: October 24, November 28, 
January 16, February 13, April 10, May 8 
and June 19.  Hope to see you at our next 
meeting on Wednesday, October 24, @  
6:30 p.m., in the CPS Library.  

 

Our Terry Fox Run - Sept. 21, 2018 

We would like to thank all the students, 
staff, parents and community members 
who came to join us on Friday, September 
21st. We had a wonderful day as our par-
ticipants demonstrated their commitment 
to Terry Fox’s vision in sustaining his 
“Marathon of Hope!” We look forward to 
an excellent year of working with our com-

munity in the continued de-
velopment of our students as 
positive role models and CPS 
members.  
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REMINDER: Healthy & Safe  Classroom Celebrations  

We will be continuing with our Health & 
Safety Classroom Celebration program 
again this year at CPS.  For those parents/
guardians who wish to acknowledge their 
child’s birthday in the classroom by supply-
ing a food item, they can do so by bringing: 
air popped popcorn, baked chips or pret-

zels, cheese cubes with whole wheat crackers or fruit (e.g., 
fruit kabobs).  For other classroom celebrations (Halloween, 
Winter Break, Valentine’s Day, End of Year) considerations 
still need to be made to promote healthy eating practices by 
bringing in a balance of foods (“treats” and healthy food choic-
es).  Please remember that we are a Peanut/Nut Sensitive 
School - no peanut or nut products at CPS!    Thank you for 
your cooperation with this health and safety initiative.   

Student Information Update 

Please ensure the office is notified of any change in address, 
phone number or contact information for your child(ren), as 
there are times when we need to contact you during the day if 
your child(ren) is sick or injured.  

Halloween Celebrations 

With Halloween around the corner, please be 
reminded that costumes at school may not include 
(but not limited to) toy guns, axes, swords, etc. 
(as per YRDSB policy #668).  We would also 
like to remind you at this time that we are a pea-
nut/nut sensitive school.  NO PEANUT or NUT 

products at school.  Thank you for your  cooperation. 

Our Focus  - For Our Students, Staff and  

Parental Support 

This year at Clearmeadow P.S. in addition to continuing 
with our journey of learning through inquiry and critical 
thinking, we will be exploring project work under the 
“Genius Hour” framework. Our students will continue to be 
engaged to ask questions about their learning, leading them 
to explore, investigate and test their hypothesis to find their 
answers.  Inquiry-based instruction is a student-centered and 
teacher-guided instructional approach. 

Within an inquiry framework, learners gather and make 
sense of information, construct new knowledge, develop 
new skills and attitudes, and learn with and from each other.  
Self-reflection is an integral part of this active process.  

Through discussion and reflection of their knowledge, our 
students are led to ask more questions 
and to further investigate, reflect and 
inquire about their own learning.  Stu-
dents are actively involved and are en-
couraged to further their own inter-
ests, all the while being connected to the curriculum.  

Parents can reinforce the inquiry process at home, by asking 

their children critical thinking questions on a variety of top-

ics that may come up naturally in discussions. Parents can 

also continue to nurture their children’s curiosity by encour-

aging their children to ask critical thinking questions when 

reading books or hearing about news stories and local or 

global issues. Parents can involve children in problem solv-

ing such as conflict between siblings/friends, helping to find 

a household storage solution or finding creative ways to stay 

within budget on a trip to the grocery store in an effort to 

engage their children’s critical thinking skills. 

Reminder - Entry & Dismissal Procedure 

If you are dropping your child off at the beginning of the day, 
please say your good-byes outside (allowing Primary Students 
to line-up independently).  Similarly,  if you are picking your 
child up at the end of the day, please wait outside (or in the 
front foyer with poor weather conditions), where your child 
will meet you.  Thank you for your cooperation in helping us 
to provide a safe and secure environment for all students at 
Clearmeadow P.S.  

Our School Is a Healthy School! 

The Lunch Lady provides a hot lunch service to 

our school every week. 

 Order Online  within 3 days of any lunch date at:                  

  www.thelunchlady.ca 

   Offering families healthy lunch 
choices in our school!!! 
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School Council News 

Our first School Council meeting of the 2018-2019 year was held on Wednesday, September 26, 2018.  We welcomed 
many returning faces and some new ones, too!  Our election was held and I am pleased to share the names of those individ-
uals who will serve on Council this year: 

Executive Members: 

Chair: Penny Lawson-Cameron 
Treasurer:  John Vieira  
Secretary:  Lee-Ann Lear 
 

Members: 

Kelly Broome 
Lynn Critch 
Joanne Fagan 
Jenny Goulet 
Shalini Joshi 
Natalie Kedzierski 
Laurie Major 
Tammy Martin 
Jill Moore 
Cari Pickford  
Cynthia Pierce 
Saeideh Piran 
Jon Shear 

 

Athletics Update 

Thank-you to all the students and volunteers for making the Terry Fox run this past Friday at Clearmeadow a success. It is amazing to 
see the sense of community here at Clearmeadow when everyone participates in a school-wide event. Athletics here at Clearmeadow 
are in full swing. The cross-country team has been diligently training since the second day of school in preparation 
for the Newmarket Area Championships on Tuesday, October 9th. Runners competed this past Wednesday in the 
annual Clearmeadow Cross-country Medal run. The Intermediate Flag Football team also has been practising hard 
as they are participating in the North York Region Championships on Friday, October 5th. The Intermediate Boys 
and Girls Volleyball teams have begun their quest to defend their Newmarket Area Championships and the Junior 
Boys and Girls volleyball teams are officially kicking off their season this week. Also happening at Clearmeadow 
right now is the Junior Intramural Soccer League with games being held at lunch recess. 

Mr. Boley  (CPS Athletic Representative) 

 
Make a Commitment to Walk This October 

IWALK month starts October 3, 2018. International Walk to School Month (IWALK) is an annual mass celebration of active trans-
portation taking place around the world every October. The benefits of walking include: 

 Helps prepare children for learning 

 Keeps students physically and mentally fit 

 Builds friendships 

 Improves air quality and the environment 

 Creates safer neighbourhoods 
 
Join the movement! We encourage all our students to Walk or Wheel for the month of October.  

Our meetings will be held on Wednesday evenings be-
tween 6:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Free child care by Clear-
meadow students is provided.  We are a friendly, inclusive 
group of parents who take pride in uniting parents, the 
school, and community to enrich the learning environment 
and promote student learning.   Our principal and vice-
principal attend every meeting and provide updates on 
what is happening at the school.   

Please feel free to join us when you can! 
 
Wednesday, October 24 
Wednesday, November 28 
Wednesday, January 16 
Wednesday, February 13 
Wednesday, April 10 
Wednesday, May 8 
Wednesday, June 19 
 
Penny Lawson-Cameron (School Council Chair) 



                               Clearmeadow P.S. (2017/2018) EQAO Results  
** Data displayed in the accompanying 
chart indicates percentage of students 
achieving Levels 3 and 4 in the 2017-2018 
EQAO Provincial Standardized testing. 
 
We are pleased with some aspects of our 2017-
2018 EQAO results, but know that we have 
much work to do towards reaching mathemati-
cal competency for all of our students.  As the 
above chart indicates, we are above the Prov-
ince and close to Board levels in Primary Math-
ematics.  We are close to Provincial levels in 
Primary Writing, Junior Reading and Writing.  

In Junior Mathematics we 
are below both the Board 
and the Province in a 
marked way. In Junior Mathematics, 43% of our students achieved at Level 2, with 29% at Level 3 and 5% at 
Level 4. Mathematics for Kindergarten to Gr.8, will be one of our main areas of focus for improvement in student 
achievement for the upcoming year. Mathematics is currently the focus of the Province, YRDSB, and therefore 
our school.     K. Taylor Reed (Vice Principal)  

 

Focusing on the Fundamentals of Math, Grades 1-8 

The Ontario government recently released a parent fact sheet and a teacher’s guide on Focusing on the Fundamentals of Math in grades 1 to 
8.  In the guide, teachers are asked to focus attention on expectations from the Number Sense and Patterning strands of the current math curriculum 
and  are also asked to focus on student understanding and sense-making before formal methods, such as using traditional formulas, are introduced. 

York Region teachers have always worked to develop strong number sense, computational fluency and automaticity with math facts 
while supporting student understanding of underlying concepts.  All educators in our board continue to support students in becoming 
confident problem solvers who use mathematical knowledge, skills and processes to be contributing members of a changing society.   

In order to support  your child with math at home and in day-to-day life,  the math page on our board website lists useful websites, 
activities and games that you can reference and use.  Thank you for the important role you play in the creation of confident problem 
solvers.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Math is everywhere!  The beginning of the school year is a great time to start building routines at home which can support children 
in developing a positive disposition towards math. Providing opportunities at home that promote math talk can support a child’s 
mathematical knowledge and understanding.  Whether you are shopping, cooking, playing a game, organizing, taking a walk, or read-
ing, there are many opportunities to highlight math in different ways. 
Activities: Primary - Grocery Shopping                                                                                                                                          
Ask your child to estimate how many of a grocery item (for example, a type of fruit or vegetable, bread or pet food) your family will 
need for the week. Ask, “Why do you think that amount will be needed?”At the end of the week, have your child count the number 
actually used. 
Junior/Intermediate - Budget ChallengeGive your child an imaginary budget to spend at his or her favourite store (flyers or 
online catalogues may be helpful). Without writing down the amounts, have your child choose items to purchase. He or she will have 
to use estimation to stay within the budget. Then, have your child add up the actual costs. Did she or he stay within the budget? For a 
challenge, help your child estimate any taxes.                                                                                                                                            
Tips for Math Build strong, positive attitudes about math. When children feel positively engaged and successful, they are more like-
ly to stick with an activity or a problem to find a solution.                                                                                                                              
* Begin with activities that meet your child’s level of mathematical understanding.                                                                                             
* Early success in solving problems will build your child’s confidence.                                                                                                       
* Gradually move to activities that provide more challenge for your child.                                                                                                    
* If you and your child are more comfortable in a language other than English, use it.                                                                             
* Your child will understand concepts better in the language that he or she knows best.                                                                                 
(Doing Mathematics With Your Child, Kindergarten to Grade 6: A Parent Guide) 
To find out what your child will learn in math this year or to find other fun activities that you can do together as a family, please visit 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/default.aspx.  Be sure to also try our Problem of the Month. 

Grade and Division Gr. 3 (Primary) Gr. 6 (Junior) 

Reading School:  69 

Board:  81 

Province:  75 

School:  81 

Board:  88 

Province:  82 

Writing School:  70 

Board:  80 

Province:  72 

School:  76 

Board:  88 

Province:  80 

Mathematics School:  66 

Board:  71 

Province:  61 

School:  33 

Board:  61 

Province:  49 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/parents-math-guide.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/teachers/teachers-math-guide.html
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/Math/Pages/Monthly-Math-Problem.aspx


Waste-Free Wednesdays and Lights Out Lunches are coming to Clearmeadow all year long! 

The Eco Team consisting of Grades 3-6 had their first meeting on Day 2 at first recess in room 
250. They are working hard to bring some Eco initiatives to Clearmeadow! 

Since the theme for the month of September was litterless lunches, the Eco Team would like to 
encourage waste-free snacks and lunches on Wednesdays as they are an excellent way to reduce 
waste. A waste-free lunch contains no throw away packaging. Lunches and drinks are packed in 
a reusable container and lunch bag. Every Wednesday, your family can help out by packing a 

Waste-Free Lunch.  

These tips are useful: 

-Use cloth bags, lunch boxes, thermos containers, thermal bags and reusable plastic containers for food. 

-Use washable utensils instead of disposable cutlery. Make sure these items are washed every day. 

-Only pack as much food as your child will eat 

-Label containers so they have a better chance of coming home 

-Use a refillable water bottle 

-Minimize the morning rush by packing lunches the night before 

-Buy snacks in bulk and send in reusable containers. 

The theme for the month of October is to turn the lights off, especially when not in use. This month the theme will be adding another 
initiative to Clearmeadow called Lights out Lunches. This means that during recess and lunch, classes would turn off some or all of 
their lights. Simply turning lights off when not in use is one very effective way to reduce energy consumption and help the environ-
ment. A significant savings in energy is achieved when lights are turned off in classrooms during recess and the lunch period. The Eco 
Team will be making sure every classroom has a ‘Lights Out!’ sticker or sign on their light switch. Let’s work together to reduce en-
ergy!   

Yolanda Cristofoli (Raczkowski)  

         Electronic Devices - An Important Rule 

Unless specifically related to an educational activity that has been requested and will be supervised by a staff member, all electronic 
devices need to be turned off and kept out of  sight during the instructional day, 9:00 am to 3:20 pm. Please see the 

student agenda and 2018/2019 Start-up Package for more information. 

 

                               

 

 



Lates and absences . . .  

 
We would like to thank all students and parents who arrive at school on time.  Being on time and attending regularly are important 
life skills.  

School begins: (entry bell) 9:00 am 

Recess:  10:40 – 11:00 am 

Lunch:  12:40 – 1:40 pm 

Dismissal: 3:20 pm 

Why does attendance and punctuality matter? 

School can be a wonderful time in the life of a child. It is a time for learning and for developing friendships. Children begin to develop 
lifelong habits and skills. 

Getting to school – every day and on time and avoiding absences – is very important for your child is to get the most out of school. 
Learning occurs daily, right from the start of class. By establishing patterns early on (e.g., by being punctual and responsible) children 
acquire positive habits about school attendance. 

It is critical that students be in class on time every day.  The beginning of class is the time when important announcements are made 
and instructions provided.  Student success is largely dependent on being properly informed.  Students arriving late to class not only 
miss announcements and instructions but they interrupt the class and the flow of the lesson thereby impacting on the education of all 
students. 

Sadly, we often hear the comment, “But I’m only 5 minutes late”.  If a student is a mere five minutes late each day the accumulated 
minutes over time is shocking.  

Five minutes late each day for 188 instructional days in one school year is a total of 940 minutes. 

940 minutes = 15.67 hours…a lot of learning can happen over 15 hours. 

We appreciate support from parents reinforcing the importance of beginning on time and prepared for school.  

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educa- tion 

Part- nership 

Be en- gaged 

                                  Lost and Found 

Is your son or daughter missing a jacket?  
Perhaps a pair of shoes has gone missing?  
Have a look in the Clearmeadow Lost and 
Found bin which is located by the library. 

Pictures and  Retake Day at Clearmeadow  

Our Picture Day is  October 2nd .  

Picture Retakes - November 7th 

Grade 8 Graduation Pictures - February 27th  
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 2018 
SunSunday             Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

23 24   Day 0 
 
PA Day (no    
      classes for       
      students) 
 

25  Day 5 
 
 

26   Day 1 
Lockdown Drill 
#1 
 
 
 
 
School Council  

27    Day 2 
 
Fire Drill #2 
(Fire Dept. Inspection 
and Drill) 

 
 
 

28   Day 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

29 

30 1    Day 4 

 
 
Shemini 
Atzeret 

 

2  Day 5 
 
Photo Day 
Simchat Torah 
 
 
 
3:30 pm: Staff Mtg. 

3     Day 1 
Canadian I-Walk/
Bike to School Day 

 
 
 
3:00 pm: Whole 
School I-Walk DPA  

4     Day 2 

 
 
 
 
3:30 - 5:00 pm: Meet 
the Staff Evening 

5  Day3 

 
 
 

 
 

6 

7 
 
World Communion 
Sunday 

8 
 
 
 
 
(No classes for 
students or staff) 

9   Day 4 
Area Cross Country 
Meet (ROC-1) 
Milk begins. 

 
Fall Navaratri  
(Oct. 9-17) 

10       Day 5 

 
Lice Checks 

11   Day 1 
 
Lice Checks 
 

 

 

12  Day 2 
 
Pizza lunch begins. 
 

13 

14 15   Day 3 
 
 

16  Day 4 
Regional  
X-Country  
Meet (ROC-I) 
 

 
 
IEP’s go home. 

17    Day 5 
International 
Day for the 
Eradication of 
Poverty          
Mulock Gr. 5-8 
Jump Start Music    

18   Day 1 
 

19   Day 2 
Diwali (Oct. 19 - 
22) 
(Rain date) Regional 
Cross Country Meet  - 
ROC - I 

20 
 

21 
 

22   Day 0 
PA Day (no classes 
for students - staff 
professional learning 
progress reports) 

  

23   Day 3 
Gr. 7 Hep B/HPV 

24   Day 4 

Pavarana 
 
 
6:30 pm: School 
Council Meeting
(Library) 

25   Day 5 
Kathina 

26     Day 1 

 

 

29 
 

30 31  Day 2 

Primary Costume 
Parade and Inter. 
Halloween  
Dance 

 
Samhain 

1  Day 3  
 

2     Day 4 

 
 

3    Day 5 4     Day 1 5 

      Sunday             Monday            Tuesday          Wednesday        Thursday            Friday             Saturday 

I-Walk and Bike to School Week! 

 


